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with X-RSS Officer

Question: Don't you think that Uniform Civil Code i
needed to nurture the sense of nationalism? ©1s

Golwalkar: | do not think so. What | say on this issue
might surprise you and many others, but this is my view
And | must speak out the truth as | seeit. '

Question: Don't you agree that uniformity is needed to

promote national unity?

Golwalkar: Harmony and uniformity are two different
things. For harmony, uniformity is not necessary. There
have always been limitless diversities in India. In spite of
this, our nation has remained strong and well-organised
since ancient times. For unity we need harmony, not
uniformity. ...Nature does not like excessive uniformity. |
think that diversity and unity can co-exist, and they do

co-exist.
Question: Don’t you believe that Muslims are opposing
Uniform Civil Code only because they want to maintain

their separate existence?

Golwalkar: | have no quarrel with any caste, community
or section wanting to maintain its own individual identity
or existence, until and unless this desire for a separate
existence causes them to distance themselves from a
feeling of nationalism. Many people insist on Uniform
Civii Code because they think that the Muslim
population is growing in a disproportionate manner
since their men are allowed to have four wives. | am
afraid that this is a negative way of looking at the
evrr?blefm...There is no basic difference between those -
Uni(f)or n?_\t/OUé appeasement and those who favour fj
culture 'tz'e ﬁ long as Muslims love this nation and its ||
@' ,they have a right to live according to theirway of |f .

(Guruji, Chapter VIl PersonalLaw)

(" AN IMPORTANT INTERVIEW )
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Foreword

(TRANSLATION OF THE FOREWORD)
By WORLD RENOWNED MUFTI AND SPIRITUAL GUIDE,
THE PRIDE OF INDIA,

MUFTI AHMED KHANPURI SAHIB

The Constitution of India that was drawn after India’s inde-
pendence declared the country a Secular State. The meaning
of which is that India does not have a State religion. Rath-
er, the Constitution of the country views every religion with
honour and dignity, and allows its adherents to practice upon
their religion freely.

In the Constitution of independent India, amongst the basic
rights that it has granted and guaranteed its citizens, is the
right of religious freedom. It is during the discourse of these
fundamental rights that the following point has been men-
tioned: |

“The Government shall not pass a law which takes away or
infringes these fundamental rights. If it makes a law which
opposes these fundamental rights, it shall, in view of its op-
position [to these fundamental rights], be rejected and de-
clared null.”

It is also from amongst these fundamental rights that every
citizen was guaranteed that his way of life would be protect-
ed. Also, all the citizens of India that adhere to a religion
shall have complete liberty to practice their religion freely;
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the Government shall not intetfere in this whatsoever and
shall not pass any legislation which infringes upon any of the
rights given by the Constitution. Despite all this, the Govern-
ment continuously discusses changing the Muslim Persona]
Law and implementing the Civil Uniform Code.

In the same breath, a few days ago, the current Governmen;
filed an affidavit to the Supreme Court which requested 1o
the Supreme Court that: it should abolish the notion of three
divorces and a halalah marriage and that it should restrict the
act of polygamy. |

Due to this, from amongst the fierce discussions taking place
across the country and subjects being put forward by the
media (which is strategically being used to create a negative
impression of the Muslim Personal Law), is the discussion:
“why do men have the sole of right of divorce?” This issue is
being propelled with great momentum.

The instigators of these discussions put forward their argu-
ments in such a manner that many Muslims have become

prey to doubt and confusion. Thus, there was a need for this
issue to be clarified.

Moulana Atiq Ahmad Bastawi Sahib (lecturer at Darul Uloom
Nadwatul Uloom, Lucknow) — May Allah increase him in
splendour — has in one of his treatises analyzed this claim

' 2 way that it is very effective in dispelling any doubts or
confusion,
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I felt that it would be appropriate to translate this treatise into
English and distribute it.

I requested the honourable and respected Moulana Mufti
Ebrahim Desai Sahib — May Allah increase him in splendour -
(senior lecturer of Hadith at Madrasah Numaniyyah, Durban
and a world renowned scholar) to undertake this important
task. Alhamdulillah, he immediately set upon to fulfil my re-
quest. May Allah bless him in knowledge and practice.

Therefore, this treatise is being presented to the Muslims in
general and more so those who fall prey to doubts and con-
tusion with the hope that it may increase them in their faith
and conviction,

May Allah grant us all strength in Iman.

Written by: (Mufti) Ahmed Khanpuri
17th Muharram, 1438 A.H.
19th October, 2016.
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Translators Note

[ have been advised by my most revered teacher and
spiritual guide, Hadhrat Mufti Ahmad Khanpuri Sahib

(4 as) to translate the book (L) J= £ € wlejls ple
oS AN 5= o5 »94) as a matter of urgency. It is indeed
very challenging to translate such intricate academic
topics in a short period of time.

We have endeavoured to maintain the message of the
subject matter rather than a strict literal translation.

[Mufti] Ebrahim Desai

5
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it is a respected and honoted bond of love and affection

between two people which has to be revered and pre-
served till death. This is why Islam has emphasized to each
partner to fulfil the rights of the other and has taught each
partner to ovetlook the mistakes of the other with the objec-
tive of maintaining this sacred bond of marriage.

I n Islam, marriage is not a temporary enjoyment. Rathet,

Women have been commanded to obey their husbands in all
permissible acts. In doing so, they have been given the glad
tidings of paradise. There are many narrations of the Prophet
Sallallahu ‘Alaihi Wasallam in this regard:

1) Hadhrat Umm Salamah Radhiyallahu ‘Anha narrates that
the Prophet Sallallahu ‘Alaihi Wasallam said: “If a woman dies
in a state whetein her husband was pleased with hert, she shall
enter Jannah.”[Sunan Tirmidhi Pg. 457, Vol 2. Hadith 1161
Daral Gharbil Islamiy, Beirut 1998 edition]

2) It is narrated on the authority of Hadhrat Anas Radhiyalla-
hu Anhu that the Prophet Sallallahu ‘Alathi Wasallam said: “A
woman shall have the honor of entering Jannah from which-
ever door she pleases if she performs her five times prayers,
fasts during the month of Ramadhan, safeguards her chastity
and is obedient to her husband.”[Hilyatul Awliya Pg. 308. Vol
6. Darul Fikr. Beirut. Fourth impression.]

3) Hadhrat Abu Usamah Radhiyallahu Anhu narrates that the
Prophet Sallallahu ‘Alaihi Wasallam said:

“A Muslim does not get a greatct bounty after attaining con-

sciousness of Almighty Allah than the bounty of a pious wife

who exhibits the following characteristics; she accedes to his

directives. she makes him happy when he sees her, and if the
b4
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husband takes an oath keeping her trust in mind, she fulfj]s
the oath and in the absence of the husband, she safeguards
her chastity and his wealth.”[Sunan Ibn Majah Pg. 62 Vol.3
Daral Risalatal Alamiyyah, first impression 2009]

If on one side, Islam has commanded a woman to be obedi-
ent to her husband in order to maintain a happy martied life,
then on the other side, there is much more emphasis on the
husband to be kind and considerate towards his wife. In fact,
there is so much emphasis on the husband to be considerate
to the wife that even if he does not like his wife, he is advised
to display good conduct towards her.

The Qur’an explicitly outlines this in the following verse:

Lt e B Tz % X s et e el AP
1568 155 ad A Jasds B3 1ASE O b 8,228 3 86 Cogzaall by 530E5
Translation:

And show good conduct (because) if YOU. dislike them (wives),
it is possible you only dislike something and Allah might have
placed a lot of good in it.” (Chapter of Women: Verse 19)

Hadhrat Abu Usamah Radhiyallahu Anhu mentions that the
Prophet Sallallahu ‘Alaihi Wasallam said:

“No Muslim man should hate a woman, for if he does not

prefer a certain quality of hers, there will be many other qual-

ities (of her) that he will prefer” [Sahih Muslim Pg. 1091 Vol
2 Dar Thya Turath Al-arabiy. first impression]
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Islam has made a man’s conduct with his spouse a yardstick
to define his character.

Hadhrat ‘Aishah Radhiyallahu ‘Anha reports that the Prophet
Sallallahu ‘Alathi Wasallam said:

“The best amongst you is the one who has the best conduct
towards his wife and T am the best amongst you in terms of
good conduct towards my family.”[Sunan Tirmidhi Pg. 709
Vol 5 Hadith 1161 Daral Gharbil Islamiy, Beirut 1998 edition]

It is the responsibility of both the husband and the wife to
make their marital life harmonious and successful. Howevet,
the husband being the head of the house has a greater re-
sponsibility. In the instance that a disagreement or estrange-
ment occurs between a husband and wife, the husband, being
the head of the house, has the responsibility of sacrificing his
persistence and firmness, and take the first step in resolving
the disagreement.

If the marital discord is due to his behavior, then he should
correct himself and try to win his wife over, and if it is be-
cause of the incorrect attitude of the wife, then the husband
should attempt to rectify his wife with immense patience,
love, care and wisdom. By understanding the consequences
and ramifications of being harsh and emotional, one should
save his garden of marriage from destruction by adopting an -

attitude of advice and counsel.
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