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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE
(:JQ\AJ)‘»J,‘;&L; QJJA et

The book before you is a masterpiece. It is a collection of in-depth
research and fulfills a great need. Upon meeting the author during
his visit to South Africa in 2010, I was told that it was written in
order to clarify the belief regarding Hadrat Mahdi %, since
seeing that a lot of incorrect information is easily available on the
internet and through other sources. Many have fallen and many
are falling into believing many strange things regarding Hadrat
Mahdi .

The book has been greatly accepted and has been
translated into a number of languages, namely; English, French,
Hindi and Gujarati. The revised edition before you is the fourth
edition of the original Urdu work. May Allih &, in His infinite
grace and mercy bless it with even greater acceptance and grant
every Muslim the understanding of this subject. May He inspire
every believer to act in accordance to His pleasure. Amin

In order to increase the readership and popularity of this
book, I have tried to the best of my ability to translate simply and
make the book as reader friendly as possible. For this reason,
certain places have not been translated word-for-word; rather the
intended meaning has been presented. Many Urdu and Arabic
words cannot be translated. These have been explained in the
footnotes. Similarly, we have presented an explanation or
definition of the technical words throughout the book. (The
author personally granted me permission to do this.) In addition,

we have made certain minor additions in the text to ease the flow
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of language. Footnotes added by the translator or additions in the
text have been indicated by the sign [T], i.e. translator. May
Alliah &%, in His infinite mercy and grace accept this translation
and make it a means of success and salvation. May He save us

from the evil of our shallow intentions, empty words and hollow
deeds. Amin

Abdullah Moolla
Madrasah ‘Arabia Islamia, Azaadville
28 Dhul Hijjah 1434|3 November 2013
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DEDICATION

2 e

Allih # is the Nurturer; we cannot praise and glorify Him
according to His right. May peace and salutations be upon the
nurturer of humanity, He who brought the best system of
nurturing from Allah %,

By the grace of Allah g2 , * The Emergence of Mahdr has

been greatly accepted after coming out in published form. It is

dedicated to my noble father, an unknown, special attendant of
Shaykh ul Islam Hadrat Madani & - a soldier who fought for the
independence of Hindustan. He had dedicated his entire life to
the service of the Noble Qur’an and he had a special concern for
commanding the good and forbidding evil. Glad tidings of the
acceptance of his unique method of nurturing was given in a
dream by Rasalullah 4.

It is also presented to my noble mother, one who makes
great effort to nurture children Islamically.

O Allah, send mercy upon them both in the world and

&

the hereafter, Amin
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FOREWORD
Maulana Aba Bakr Ghazipari

Maulana Mufti Mahmuad Hafizji is a capable, knowledgeable
young graduate and teacher. He has great enthusiasm for
knowledge, and his gaze is focused on the delicate matters of
the time. Refuting the deviated sects is his specialty. He
believes it his responsibility to defend truth and he fulfils it too.

Let alone the masses, very few among the elite possess
correct information with regards to Hadrat® Mahdi .
Understanding the pressing need, Mufti Mahmuad has
presented authentic and verifiable information about Hadrat
Mahdi & - who is one of the signs of Qiyimah. This
enthusiasm and fervour prompted him to compile the book
before you.

All praise is due to Allah for Mufti Mahmuad has collected
a significant amount of information about Hadrat Mahdi « in
this book. Generally, the masses are unaware of this. Allah
willing, this book will serve to add to their knowledge. May

' Former Editor of the monthly Zam Zam

* Hadrat is an Urdu term used before the name of a luminary, whether a nabi, a
sahabi, a scholar or pious person. It is translated as 'dignified’, 'superior’, etc. It
has been left untranslated because it generates more respect and honour for the

person it refers to. It is used mainly in Urdu works and is used throughout this

book as well. — [T]
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FOREWORD

Hadrat Maulana ‘Abdul ‘Alim Faraqi Lakhnawi damat
barakatuhu, Son of Imam Ahl us Sunnah

Muslims believe in the appearance of Mahdi based upon the
Ahadith and Athir’ narrated in this regard. The scholars of before
clarified this reality. This is not hidden from the scholarly class.

Today, opinions are expressed in various ways regarding this
belief and accepted reality. This is not appropriate at all and
cannot be regarded as service unto din’.

The honourable Hadrat Maulina Mufti Mahmiid Bardoli
(May Allah protect him) has clarified this matter with great
caution in the book before you. This service unto knowledge and
din is worthy of appreciation. There will be great benefit for the
ulama'and the masses in the study of this book.

We make du a' that Allah keeps the honourable Mufti well

and may He bless him with more divine ability.

‘Abdul ‘Alim Faraqi
8 Sha'ban 1425|23 September 2004

? Plural of Athar. Majority of the scholars of Hadith define Athar as 'that which
is narrated from Rasialullah i, or the sabibah 5 or the tibi in, whether in marfis
or maugif form.” According to the jurists of Khurasin, Athar only refers to
maugif narrations. [Irshad Usiil ul Hadith p.38] (The definitions of marfi ‘and
maugif will be presented in the ensuing footnotes.) - [T]

* Translated as 'religion’. Islaim encourages honour and respect for every part of

it. Therefore, when discussing religious matters, the Arabic word is used most

of the time. — [T]
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FOREWORD

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Rahmatullah Kashmiri diamat
barakatubw’

How fortunate are those who have been granted the complete din
and they are firm upon the path of ‘that upon which I and my
companions are’ in this age that is close to Qiydmah. In addition,
they are linked to the enlightened path of the #bi‘in, tab tibi‘in,
the pious, the mubaddithin and mufassirin, the imdms of religion
and the mujtahidin. In this way, the circumstances for remaining
firm upon the straight path firmly was destined. In this complete
religion, the detail with which beliefs, worship, social
mannerisms, business dealings, etiquettes and character, and the
trials and signs of Qiyamah have been discussed is not found in
other religions. The believers and Muslims should be grateful to
Allah @éﬁ%, the Merciful, for this bounty because without requesting
it or deserving it, He included us in this group upon the truth,
otherwise, we do not know in which valley of deviation we would
have been roaming in.

Some of the important signs that will occur close to
Qiyamah are the descent of Tsa 2, the emergence of Mahdi and
the coming out of Dajjal. Rasalullah 42 mentioned the details of
these. At various times, the scholars explained their detail and

cleared up misunderstandings that arose from the narrations that

° Hadrat Maulana is a special 4balifsh of Hadrat Faqih ul Ummah Muft
Mahmiid Hasan Gangohi # and a special #balifah of Hadrat Maulana Dhul
Fiqar Ahmad Nagqshbandi dimat barakiasuhu. He is also part of the consultative

council of Dar ul ‘Ulim Deoband
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are famous amongst people and from the mixture of authentic
and unverified narrations. Many unverifiable things about these
important signs have become common and widespread in this
time. Through the divine ability granted by Allah Eﬁb%&, our noble
and young research scholar, Maulana Mufti Mahmuad Bardoli —
khalifah of Hadrat Maulana Mufti Mahmuad Hasan Gangohi 4 -
has lifted the pen and has prepared the researched work, “The
Emergence of Mahdf’. In doing so, he has fulfilled an important
need.

Currently, while at the centre of religious education,
Jami‘a Islamiyyah Dhabhel, Maulana has instructed me to study

this work and to write a foreword to it. Allih & granted the

ability to do it on this trip. My heart was pleased and I make du'a’
that may Allah % grant acceptance to this work, by Him and in
the sight of the people. May He make it a treasure for the

hereafter and make it extremely beneficial for the ummah. Amin

Muhammad Rahmatullah (May Allah forgive him)
Dar ul ‘Ulam Rahimiyyah, Bandipura, Kashmir
15 Dhul Qa‘dah 1428|25 November 2007
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FOREWORD
Mufti Ahmad Khanpri damat barakituhu®

None is aware of the actual time of occurrence of Qiyimah except
Allah $8. It is narrated in Hadith e Jibril that Hadrat Jibril s
asked Nabi U;é}, "When will Qiyamah occur?" Nabi ﬁfﬁ} replied,
"The questioned about it is no more knowledgeable than the
questioner."

The meaning of this is that I am unaware of the correct
time just as you are. However, there are various signs of Qiyimah
that have been explained in the Qur'an and Hadith. These have
been classified into two categories by the wlama , namely, alimait
e sughra (the minor signs) and alimait e kubra (the major signs).
The appearance of the Mahdi is explained to be the first of the
major signs.

In Arabic, Mabdi refers to someone who is guided.
Considering this meaning, there has been many and will be many
who would be titled Mahdi. The Mahdi that is discussed
concerning Qiyamab is a special individual. A lot of detail about
this Mabdi is found in different Ahadith. Consequently, scholars
have been lifting their pens, writing about this promised Mahdi
from a long time already. As Qiyamah approaches and Muslims

¢ Shaykh ul Hadith and Head Mufti of Jami‘a Dabhel

7 Hadith e Jibril is a lengthy Hadith recorded in Sahih Muslim and other
Hadith collections. It details an incident that took place towards the end of the
life of Rasiilullah 4% in which Hadrat Jibril 2 came to Rasilullih
form of a man and posed various questions about Islam, 7mdin, ihsin and

Qiyamah. — [T]

&% in the
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on an international level undergo different tests and calamities,
naturally, the desire for the promised Mahdi increases. Taking this
internal condition and fervour of the Muslims into consideration,
many people spread baseless theories about the appearance of the
promised Mahdi. It is necessary, in these conditions, to inform
the people of the authentic narrations regarding the promised
Mahdi.

Consequently, Mufti Mahmid Bardoli (May Allah protect
him) has prepared this treatise after studying the Ahadith and the
commentaries thereof, as well as the previous books [written —
(T)] on this subject. Allah willing, it will be of benefit, and we
hope that it will prove to be a guide. May Allah greatly accept this
effort. Amin

Dictated by:
(Mufti) Ahmad Khanpari
6 Dhu al Qa'dah 1427|27 November 2006
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FOREWORD

Hadrat Maulana Mufti ‘Abbas®

LALMJA L:LAJ) e l-

The emergence of Hadrat Mahdi % in the world is explained to
be among the major signs of Qiyamah. In this age of trials and
tribulations, there are many fabricated things spread about Hadrat
Mahdi . There is an effort being made to deviate the ummah
by preparing history works that are based on absurd proofs.
Looking at these circumstances, a noble teacher of Jamia
Islimiyyah Ta'lim ud Din, Dhabhel, Simlak, Mufti Mahmad
Bardoli (May Allah protect him) has made a successful effort in
gathering the subject matter pertaining to the emergence of
Mahdi from the reliable Hadith works, the commentaries thereof
and the reliable, clear research of the senior scholars, thereby
guiding the ummah correctly. Indeed, this is worthy of praise. I

present heartfelt congratulations to him and make du'a’ to Allah

32, that may He accept this effort and make it beneficial for the
ummah and grant him the divine ability to guide many more

correctly.

‘Abbas Dawad Bismillah
14 Dhul Qa‘dah 1429|12 November 2008

® Deputy Shaykh ul Hadith and Deputy Mufti, Jamia Dabhel, Shaykh ul
Hadith, Jami‘atul Qirat, Kafleta
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE

Qiyamah is a certainty. However, we have not been informed of a
specific date concerning its occurrence. Nevertheless, special signs
of it have been explained clearly in the Qur'an and Hadith. A
major sign from amongst these is the appearance of Hadrat Mahdi
#. A number of Muslims are desirous of the appearance of the
Mahdi considering the conditions that the Muslim wmmah faces
today. ‘Allamah Safarini & states:
2 el das 2 AU e ) ALYl gl Of Wl oy ool Sl e (6
(s 5
The appearance of the Imam to be followed, Leader of Imams,
Muhammad Mahdi is the first sign from the major ones (close to
Qiyamabh).

Also, the appearance of the Mahadsi is such a reality that there
is no reason to deny it. Approximately five years ago, the members
of the consultation committee of Jami‘a Islamiyyah Ta'lim ud
Din, Dabhel/Simlak decided to establish a department that would
specialize in refuting the deviated sects. The changed name of this
department is Tabaffuz e Shariah.’ The subject of 1htisib e
Qadiyiniyyat '’ fell to the lot of the author as part of this
department. From amongst the various claims made by Mirza
Qadiyani is the claim of being the Mahdi and Masih. When 1
made the students of Hadith write the following subject matter

(backed by proof):

% 'Protection of the Shari‘ah’ — [T]
'% 'Scrutiny of Qadiyanism' — [T]
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'Leave out Masih and Mahdi, Mirzi can never be a
respected human being. Also, none of the descriptions of Mahdi
that are explained in the Ahadith fit Mirza Qadiyani in any way
whatsoever.', it came across my heart that the subject matter
related to the Mahdi should be collected separately and be
presented to the ummah. With this purpose in mind, an effort was
made to collect all the authentic and established information
about the Mahdi. At the same time, 'weak' information would be
discussed.

A great deal of incorrect information has become famous
and common right into our circles. For example, there will be an
announcement from the sky when the Mahdi appears and there
will be an eclipse in the month of Ramadan. Effort has been made
to provide authentic guidance about this as well. References from
the books I have benefited from have also been provided.

Concerning the Ahadith on this subject, some people have
said, 'All the clear Ahadith with regards to Mahdi are not
authentic, and those that are authentic are not clear.' Maulina
‘Abdur Rahmin Biawa — an active member of 'Alami Majlis
Tahaffuz e Khatm e Nubuwwah , London — gifted 'Aqgida Zuhar e
Mahdi Abidith ki Roshni me' of Mufti Nizam ud Din Shamzi
Shahid & to me. Mufti Nizam ud Din Shimzi 42 had collected
approximately fifty Ahadith on this subject in this book. He went
to great lengths in the explanation of the narrators of each
Hadith. By means of this, the baseless reality of these statements
became clear. The famous research scholar, Mufti Muhammad
Taqi ‘Uthmani greatly praised this book in an article published in
‘Al Balagh' (written upon the martyrdom of Mufti Nizam ud Din
Shamzi). The author (Mufti Bardoli) has taken maximum benefit

20
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from this book concerning the Ahadith on this subject. I have
provided the names and references of the Ahadith books and
commentaries of the scholars of Hadith that are quoted here.
Once the manuscript of this book was prepared, I handed it to my
affectionate mentors, Hadrat Maulana Aba Bakr Ghaziptri 4
and Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd al ‘Alim Faraqi (May Allah bless him
in his life). They provided certain guidelines as well. Mufti Rashid
Ahmad Faridi, Shaykh al Hadith Maulana Mujtaba Lalat, Shaykh
Talha Minyar Makki and my honorable brother, Mufti As‘ad
Khanpri also improved and corrected it. My second affectionate
mentor, Maulana Mufti Ahmad Khanpari also read the
manuscript and wrote a foreword to it as well. Maulana Hafiz
Qari Al Haj Faraqi Bambawi also strove in every way in the

preparation of this book. May Allih §# reward them with the best

of rewards.

A table, referencing the Ahadith quoted here has been
placed at the end of the book. (This has been left out in this
translation) — [T] This is to facilitate more research on this
subject. Finally, I place my scholarly weakness and my limited
knowledge of the Urdu language before the readers, due to which,
many mistakes would be found. It is hoped that the readers will
inform us of these so that they can be corrected in future editions.

May Allah save me from the evil of my shallow intentions

and bad deeds, and may He bless this book with acceptance.
ovelall ) & e of Ulges =T,

Mahmiud Ibn Maulana Sulayman Hafizji, Bardoli
Jami‘a Islamiyyah Ta'lim ud Din, Dabhel/Simlak, Gujarat

21
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

oy ade 1 o o) Flr ez e Sl Sskally ¢ olblall o5 4 s b

cwuic;ﬁﬂ\m&gowgwijjmé@¢QL-5L§J\U.-;4P_.}”;4

Through the grace and mercy of Allah, the first edition of this
book came out towards the end of Dhul Qa’dah 1427.

It is only the favour of Allah 4% that in a short period of

three months, it was all finished. This lowly one (the author) —
[T] had requested all the readers in general and especially the
scholars to inform him about any shortcomings in the
arrangement or work in the book.

Subsequently, my affectionate mentor, Hadrat Maulana
Abt Bakr Ghazipuri #% wrote a detailed letter in which he
pointed out a few places. Similarly, Mufti Fadl Mahmuad Falahi
gave me some important counsel. During this time, the editor of
the monthly Saut ul Quran , Hadrat Shaykh ul Hadith Maulana
‘Abdul Ahad Tarapuari (kbalifah of Hadrat Hardoi #2) sent a

detailed critique. May Allah # grant them and all those who

helped a great reward.

Approximately 19 pages have been added to this second
edition, at various places. They are very important and interesting.
Maulana Muhammad Fartiq Bambawi and Maulana Nadim Nar
Muhammad Wayrawali helped in collecting the material,
arranging it and composing it. Hadrat Mufti Aba Bakr and
Maulana Sajid Patni helped to typeset it in the same way as the
previous edition. May Allah % reward them abundantly. Amin

22




The Emergence of MAHDI

Insha Allih, soon the Hindi, Gujarati, and French versions
of this book will be available. Efforts are underway to translate it
into English as well. May Allah % make it casy.

Once again, we request the readers to inform us of any
shortcomings in the work so that it could be corrected in future

editions. Undoubtedly, your reward is only with Allih $&. May

Allah &é“i bless this work with acceptance. Amin

Mahmid Ibn Maulana Sulayman Hafizji, Bardoli
Jami‘a Islamiyyah Ta'lim ud Din, Dabhel/Simlak, Gujarat

23




The Emergence of MAHDI

PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

LS il el s ol ad ¥ gl s Ul ol asle e pSley (4S5 1 and

It is a reality that a person cannot thank Allah % (enopgh) for
His bounties. One of the countless bounties of Allih & is the
third edition of this book. We did not imagine that this book Will

be granted so much acceptance. This is the favour of Allah &2

=)

whatever gratitude we show, it will still be insufficient. Study an
exemplary story below about gratitude for a bounty, as narrated
by the mufassirin,

Hadrat Fudayl 4 narrates that when this command to
show gratitude was revealed to Hadrat Dawad 2, ‘Do good, O
family of Dawud, in thankfulness. Very few from My slaves are
thankful’, he said to Allih ‘, “O my Rabb, how can I show
complete gratitude to You when my gratitude; whether by word
said, “O Dawid,

now you have been grateful because you have understood your

or deed, is also a bounty from You.” Allah

helplessness and shortcoming in fulfilling the right of gratitude
and you have attested to it.”"

The second edition of this book was also finished very
quickly. My companion in the 7uabaffuz e Shari'ah, Jamia
Islamiyyah Dhabhel, Mufti Aba Bakr Patni persistently instructed
that the third edition be published quickly. I did intend to do
this. I was on journey with Hadrat Mufti Ahmad Khanpuri damat
barakatubu in West Indies during the second term break, Rabi Al

Awwal 1430 A.H. Upon return, at the London airport, I was

"' Ma‘arif ul Qur’an vol.8 p.273
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struck with heavy grief. I was informed that my sincere friend,
Altaf Manda from Nawapiir had suddenly passed away. This news
put me into sort of a trance. I had a strong relationship with the
deceased for a few years. It was based only on the pleasure of Allah
$:. He was among those who would have love for others only for
the pleasure of Allah %. From the time that Dar ul Thsan
Nawapira was established, he served the Madrasah ideally, as long
as he lived. In the prime of his youth, he was given the grief of
separation. O Allah, forgive him, have mercy on him and lodge
him in Jannah. Amin. 1 felt heavy for a few days because of this.
For a while, I had even put off a few religious engagements.

Now, all praise is due to Allah, the work of the third
edition has been completed. The request is made now as well that
the readers should inform me of any shortcomings in the work,
just as was the case with the second edition.

Upon this notice, a noted graduate of Jami‘a Islamiyyah
Dhabhel, Mufti Marghab Ahmad Lajpari — resident of London,
and the successful General of Tuabaffuz Khatm e Nubuwwah,
Hadrat Maulina Shih ‘Alam Gorakhpiiri sent very beneficial and
apprec1ated counsel. It is included in the third edition. May Allah

% reward both of them abundantly. Amin
A lengthy narration of 7afsir Qurtubi that was left out in
the second edition has also been added.

During this time, through the grace of Allah ‘, the

second Gujarati edition and the first Hindi edition has been
published. The work on the English and French editions
continues.

May Allih $

means of His pleasure and grant reward to all those who helped.

bless this edition with acceptance, make it a
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‘We have brought some goods of very little worth. So, give us
the full measure and be charitable to us.” [Surah Yusuf 12:88]

Mahmiud Ibn Maulana Sulayman Hafizji, Bardoli
Jami‘a Islamiyyah Ta'lim ud Din, Dabhel/Simlak, Gujarat
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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION
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When the third edition of this book was being prepared, I could

not thank Allih & enough for His bounty.

O Allah, we do not have the ability to praise You. You are

as You have praised Yourself. However, the gift of Allah &2
ummah of Muhammad 4% is narrated in the Hadith. Rasalullih
*ﬁé} said, “Whoever recites the following du'd’ in the morning, he
has shown gratitude for the bounties of that day,
g aab el el el ¥ ey Saed il e dol o em e g el b gl
S
And he who recites the following du'a’ in the evening, he has
shown gratitude for the bounties of the night,
Sty dab el el e ¥ ey Sied il et bl Ram e g el Lo gl
S
‘The Emergence of Mahdi’ was granted great acceptance. In fact,
it holds the status of being a source and reference. In his
commentary of Tirmidhi Sharif, Tubfatul Alma'i, vol. 5, under
the chapter of the Mahdi, the Muhaddith of the age, Shaykh ul
Hadith Mufti Sa‘id Palanpuri damat barakitubu has praised this
book and authenticated it and encouraged that it be read.
According to my deficient thought, it is a great fortune
that this book has been mentioned in the published lectures of the
Mubhaddith of the age, Mufti Sa'id damat barakitubhu. May Allah
grant him good health and safety and keep his shadow of

beneficence over us for a long time. Amin

27




The Emergence of MAHDI

Mufti Aba Lubabah Shah publishes an article in an
Islamic Journal. Later on, these articles were published in book
form, titled ‘Dajjal, Who? Where? How?’ A friend from London
read some of the articles to me, stating that many aspects written
in the articles are quoted with reference from your book, “The
Emergence of Mahdi’. When the book (Dajjal, Who? Where?
How?) was published, this book (The Emergence of Mahdi) was
specifically mentioned as a reference and source. This is a bounty
of Allah .

By the grace of Allah, as a result of the efforts of the
khalifah of Faqihul Ummat &, my honourable friend, Muhtaram
Mufti Sa‘id Motara diamat barakituhu, Head Mufii and Deputy
Shaykh ul Hadith, Dar ul “Ulam, Azaadville, the honourable
scholar of din, Mufti Abdullah Moolla, translated it into English.
Under the supervision of the principal of the same institute,
Muhtaram Hadrat Maulana ‘Abdul Hamid dimat barakaitubu,
khalifah of Hadrat Maulana Hakim Muhammad Akhtar #%, the
English edition was published and has reached a number of
countries as well. All praise is due to Allah for this.

By the efforts of the successful Aifz teacher at Jami'a Dar
ul Thsan Nawapar, Hafiz Imran Nawapari BSC, the Hindi
translation was done. It was published under the auspices and
encouragement of Maulini Jamalullih Ibn Amanullah Irani.

The masters of Gujarati translation, ‘Abdul Qadir
Fatiwala, khalifah of Hadrat Maulana Shah ‘Abdur Rahim Jaypuri
4%) and Maulana Yanus Falahi translated it into Gujarati and it
was published by the Publication Department of Jami‘a Dar ul

Thsan Bardoli wa Nawapdr.
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The Urdu Edition was finished for a long time already.
On account of publishing Khutbat ¢ Mahmad, I could not give
any attention to it. Now, all praise is due to Allah, by the grace of
Allah, and the desire of the servants of Allah, the fourth edition is
being published. This time, a number of subjects has been added.
Upon the insistence of Maulana Muhammad °‘Ali Minyar,
resident of Makkah Mukarramah, kbalifah of Hadrat Mufd
Mahmuad Hasan Gangohi 42, the subject “What should the
Muslims do in the era of Trials’ was added. With the help of the
Mufii of Dar ul Thsan Nawapar, Mufti ‘Imran Mauladhra, the
subject matter of this topic was prepared. For this edition, Mufti
Uways Kanjri (May Allah protect him), my companion in the
work on Khutbat Mahmiud, helped with the editing and titling.
May Allih  reward them all.

Mufti Amin Audhnawi did the typesetting like previously.
May Allih accept the services of all of them and make this
edition of the book a means of His pleasure and grant it general

and special acceptance. Amin

Mahmid Ibn Maulana Sulayman Hafizji, Bardoli
Jami‘a Islamiyyah Ta'lim ud Din, Dabhel/Simlak, Gujarat
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QIYAMAH AND THE SIGNS OF QIYAMAH

The advent of Qiyamab is a certainty. Many people throughout
the world believe and accept the concept of Qiyimah in some
form or the other. For us Muslims, the advent of Qiyimab is a
very important belief from amongst the foundational beliefs.
However, knowledge of the specific time at which Qiyamah will

come to pass lies solely with Allah $2. In Surah Lugman Allih &

states,
el e s A &)
Verily the knowledge of (when) Qiyamah (will come) is only with
Allah. [Siarah Lugman 31:34]

states,

In Sum/y al A mf (the ngh Wall) Allah g i-'f

They a.ck you ( @) Mu/mmmad A»@») about szﬂmﬂ/ﬂ w/ﬂen will it
occur? Say, "The knowledge of this is with my Rabb (only Allih
knows when it will occur). Only He will make it appear in its time.

[Sirah al A raf (the High Wall) 7: 187]

THE QURAYSH OF MAKKAH USED TO ASK
RASULULLAH £ ABOUT QIYAMAH

The Quraysh of Makkah Mukarramah used to ask

Rasiilullah 42 concerning Qiyamah, sometimes using family ties

(as a pretext to get a convincing reply), and sometimes using the
question of Qiyamah as a yardstick of his nubuwwah. They asked,

"If you are truly a messenger, then why do you not inform us of
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which year and which date will Qéydmah occur?" However, every
time they received the same reply that, the knowledge of it lies
solely with my Rabb. No angel or messenger was given knowledge
about it. Ibn Kathir #% writes in clarification of this,
G g ¢ s 5o B ) g ey e o GER e T 1) Y5 ¢ ) s o S
¢ Yo JV#‘MM’Q"L@J}V@
"The knowledge of Qiyimah lies not with you, nor with any of the
creation. The knowledge of it is with Allah. He alone is aware of
it and its precise time."”

The Noble Qur'an has explained this reality with just this
much clarity. Despite this, many people involve themselves in
researching the time of the advent of Qiyimah. They mix Isra ili”
and other narrations, and spend their entire worldly existence in
the futile effort of researching and specifying the time of

Qiyamah. This is useless and to no avail. Allih # further

admonished such people,
SN
(It) will appear suddenly. [Sirah al A raf (the High Wall) 7: 187]

It will come upon you in such a manner that none will have

the slightest thought of it.

'2 Tafsir Ibn Kathir vol.4 p.425
" In the exegesis of certain Qur'anic verses we find statements of Jews and
Christians regarding their history and explanation of certain events. We have

been commanded by Rasiilullah 42 not to verify them or to belie them, but to
believe in what Allah & and His Messenger 42 have told us. — [T]
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QIYAMAH IN THE LIGHT OF THE AHADITH
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Hadrat Abi Hurayrah & narrates that Rasulullih w said,
"Qiyamah will not occur until the sun rises from the west. When the
sun rises from the west and the people will see it, they will all believe.
However, it will be that time in which the belief (imdn) of none will
be accepted. Qiyamah will come upon you so suddenly that two people
will be involved in the sale of material. They will not be able to
complete the transaction nor will they be able to fold the material.
Qiyamah will come upon you so suddenly that a person will take up
his utensil of his animal's milk but he will not be able to drink it.
Qiyamah will come upon you so suddenly that a person will be
cleaning his pond for water but he will not be able to use it. Qiyamah
will come upon you so suddenly that a person will lift up a morsel to
eat but he will not be able to eat it.""*
In summary, the knowledge of the precise moment of
Qiyamah lies with Allah % alone. However, Allih # has
informed us of many signs through His truthful messenger. Our

belief is that the word of Allah 4
% has informed us will undoubtedly happen. This system of the

is definite, and whatever Allah

' Sahih al Bukhari vol.2 p.963
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universe is subservient to the command of Allah @;:% It is for this
reason that before Qiyamah, the world will change according to
what we have been told in the Qur'an and Hadith. Allah $2

states,

A g5 Y
There is nothing that can change the words (decrees and promises) of
Allah. [Sirah Yanus 10:64]

Therefore, the occurrence of all the signs of Qiyamah that
have been explained is definite. Many of them have already
happened. Some are happening and many others will occur on
their respective times.

It must be noted that information with regards to the signs
of Qiyimah is found in the books of Hadith under the chapter,
Kitab al Fitan wa Ashritus Sia. They should be studied. An
Nihayah' (with marginal notes and cross references) of Ibn Kathir
is available in Arabic. Similarly, A/ Ishia li Ashrat As Sia' of
Sayyed Ahmad (in Arabic) is at our disposal. We should also study
"Asr ¢ Hadir Hadith e Nabawi ki Roshni me' and 'Alimit e
Qiydmat' of Shah Rafi’ ud Din Dehlawi, both in Urdu.

THE SIGNS OF QIYAMAH

There are two types of signs that are explained in the Qur'an and
Hadith:

1. Alamat e Sughra (The Minor Signs)

2. Alamat e Kubra (The Major Signs)
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1. Alamat e Sughra (The Minor Signs)

They can also be called Alimdir e Baida (The Far Signs). These
signs will appear before Qiyimah, but it is not necessary that
Qiyamah will occur soon after their appearance.

2. Alamat e Kubra (The Major Signs)

They can also be called Alimadt e Qariba (The Close Signs). These
signs will appear close to the advent of Qiydmah in conflict with
normal occurrences. It will become clear upon witnessing these
signs that Qiyamah is not far away.” The emergence of Hadrat

Mahdi % is from among the major signs of this second type.
ANOTHER DIVISION OF THE SIGNS OF QIYAMAH

When a meeting is about to take place, then the venue and stage
is prepared. Once the meeting is over, everything is brought down
to an end. In the same way, this universe has been prepared. Now
its objective is coming to and end. Qiydmah is coming. However,
no one is aware of the specific time of its occurrence.

In Hadith e Jibril, recorded in Sahih Bukhairi, Hadrat
Jibril & asked Rasalullah 2, “When will Qiyimah occur?” He
4> said, “The questioned is not more knowledgeable than the
questioner.” i.e. the question regarding Qiyamab is such that the
questioner and the questioned are the same in terms of knowledge
of it.

Some narrations state that Hadrat Tsi ¥ once asked
Hadrat Jibril %, “When will Qiydmah occur?” Hadrat Jibril s

"> As understood from Fath al Bari vol.11 p.428
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said, “The questioned is not more knowledgeable than the
questioner.”

On this occa51on, this answer was inspired into the heart
of Rasalullih 4 by Allah . It was as though he reminded
Hadrat ]1br11 Mx of his answer. However, Rasalullih 2
mentioned the signs of Qiyimah. Three types of signs are
understood when pondering over them;

1. “Alamat e Ba'idah (The Far Signs)
2. ‘Alamat e Mutawassitah (The Middle Signs)
3. ‘Alamat e Qaribah (The Near Signs)

1. “Alamat e Ba'idah (The Far Signs)

These will occur during the last stage of the world, but they will
happen long before Qiyimah. Like in the Ahadith, where it is
stated that the coming of Rastlullah 4 is also a sign of Qiyamah.
Similarly, the Qur’an states, '7he /Jour has drawn near, and the
moon has split asunder.” [Sturah al Qamar (the Moon) 54:1]

2. ‘Alamar e Mutawassitah (The Middle Signs)
These will occur in the era close to Qiyimah but it is not
necessary that Qiyamah will occur immediately after their
occurrence. In fact, Qiyamah will occur a long while thereafter. As
the Ahadith inform, certain sins will become general. Similarly,
the conditions that are astonishing for people. Like the Ahadith
state;
(i) When a slave girl will beget her master. One purport of
this is that the children of slave women will acquire
positions of rule. Another purport is that children will

enforce their laws over their mothers.
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(ii) The shepherds of black camels (which the Arabs attach
very little value to), or black skinned shepherds will build
high buildings.

(iii)In a narration of Ad Durr al Manthir, Rastlullih 42

explains these signs in detail.

3. ‘Alamat e Qaribah (The Near Signs)

The signs that will occur in the era very close to Qiyamah.
Immediately after these signs occur, a short time will pass and
Qiyamah will happen, like the emergence of Mahdi &, the
descent of Hadrat Tsa #, the emergence of Dajjil and Yijij and
Majij, the sun rising from the west, an animal coming out from

Mount Safa that will speak to people etc.

THE EMERGENCE OF HADRAT MAHDI &, WILL BE A
MEANS OF PROGRESS FOR THE MUSLIM UMMAH

The emergence of Hadrat Mahdi & is a definite certainty.
His # emergence will be a cause for advancement and prosperity
in the Muslim wmmah. He will fulfill major tasks after his
emergence. They include the protection of din, the spreading of
din, the restoration of din and the revival of din. The ummab
would have been involved in these activities from before, but due
to the prevalent conditions, weakness would have set in. He
will serve to remove this weakness, set these particular tasks in

motion, and will make a successful effort in taking them forward.
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THE PROTECTION OF DIN AND PROTECTION OF THE
QUR’AN, IN WORD AND MEANING

The purpose of creating this world is to recognize Allah, practice
upon those things that please Him, and attain success in this

world as well as the hereafter by means of it. Allih & sent a

number of messengers to this world in order to fulfill/ this

purpose. Every messenger conveyed the message of Allih &
His servants in their respective eras. They left this world after
fulfilling their duties.

The laws that were given to the messengers of before applied
to certain times and certain places only. Finally, Allih & sent the
final messenger, Hadrat Muhammad 4. The din that Allih %

sent with His final messenger is a comprehensive mode of action,

a complete law of life and a din never to be abrogated.

Once the Qur'an has been declared to be the final message
of Allih &, the demand of its eternity and universality is that it
remain protected so that every man and jinz until the day of

Qiyamah can derive benefit from it. For this reason, Allah &2

taken up the responsibility of protecting the Qur'an. Allah
explains thus,
S 2 U S 65 555 )

Without doubt only We have revealed the Reminder (the Qur'an)
and (by various means) We shall certainly be its protectors (ensuring
that it remains unchanged throughout time). [Surah al Hijr 15:9]

'Qur'an’ refers not only to the words. Rather, it implies
both word and meaning. Due to this, the promise of protection
from every form of alteration and its responsibility stands for the

meaning and subject matter of the Qur'an just as it does for the
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words. By protection, both knowledge and practice is meant.
Correct practice will remain protected just as correct knowledge
will remain protected. This is among the specialties of only the

Qur'an. The responsibility of protecting the other heavenly books

was given over to those upon whom it was revealed. Allih &2
states with regard to this,
Because they were instructed to preserve Allah's book and they were

witnesses to it. [Sirah al Ma'idabh (the Set Table) 5:44]

As long as the ahbir'® fulfilled their responsibility of
protecting the 7aurah, the Taurah remained protected. Once it
fell into the hands of those who worshipped the world, it was
interpolated and destroyed.

The summary of this discussion is that the words, meanings,
and purport of the Qur'an is divinely protected. It will not be
deleted by anybody's deletion, it will not be suppressed by
anybody's suppression, it will not become worthless on the basis
of somebody's objections, and its call will not be stopped by
anybody trying to stop it.

Due to the grace of Allah , there will always be a large

group of people in every era that will be practicing upon the
shari ah. They will become embodiments of this formidable din
and will fulfill the task of its protection and spread in every era.

'¢ A title of the Jewish scholars, also used in the Qur'an. — [T]
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The following Hadith explains this,
‘._Ajg&i/,ig-iié,.‘r@_au.jrz;u.yvﬁﬁ'@y‘&Tftuu@\ywwj\;y
YOEY L s U s 0 a5
There will always remain a group from amongst my ummah who will
be established upon the command of Allah. They will not be harmed
by those who abandon them, or by those who are against them. This
group will remain such until the command of Allah happens.'”
Another narration states as follows,
ol Bl oy B o A e en i VR e st ol e b JI5 Y
Y Y sde
There will always be a group from my ummah that will be aided
upon the truth. Those who abandon them will not harm them. (This)
will remain until Qiyimah."®
Therefore, there will always be a group from this ummah
who will strive to raise the truth, and the leader of this group in

its particular time will be Hadrat Mahdi #.

WHAT TYPE OF PEOPLE WILL Q/YAMAH TAKE PLACE
UPON AND THE RECONCILIATION BETWEEN THE
TWO TYPES OF AHADITH PERTAINING TO THEM

We come to understand from the two narrations above that there
will always be a group of the pious servants of Allah until
Qiyamah, and they will be occupied in the great objective of

%. However, a narration of Sahih

raising the word of Allah
Muslim states the following,

'7 Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.143
'® Jami at Tirmidhi vol.2 p.43
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ST 5,8 3 I Y e el 8 Y
Qiyamah will not happen until ‘Allah, Allah' will not be said on
earth.
Similarly,
Vot JMW_JK)T&T:J)A»T&Z\;LJ@EY
Qiyamah will not happen upon any person who says, 'Allah, Allah'.
And,
YoX bl G s e Vsl o085 Y
Qiyamah will not happen except upon the worst of people.”’

From these narrations, we come to understand that
Qiyamah will happen upon the worst of people. Pious people will
not be in existence at that time.

The apparent contradiction between the two types of
narrations can be explained in this way that words like "until the
Day of Qiyamah' and 'until Qiyimah happens' does not refer to
the Day of Qiyamah per se. It refers to a major sign of Qiyamah,
i.e. the descent of Hadrat Tsa . If this meaning is considered,
then we come to know that this group will always remain on earth
until the descent of Hadrat Tsa 2. After the descent of Hadrat
Tsa 2, these people will gradually pass away and Qiyamah will
happen upon the worst of people.”’

KHILAFAT
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' Sunan Ibn Majah p.302
%% Refer to Nawadir al Figh vol.1 p.132-133 for further clarification
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It is narrated from Said bin Jambin & that he said, "Safina
narrated to me. He said, "Rasialullah % said," Khilifat will remain

"

in my ummﬂh for thirty years. After that, there will be kingdom.
Safina & then said to me, "Calculate the period of the kbilifar of
Abi Bakr, then the khilafat of Umar, Uthman and Ali." We found
it to be thirty years. I then said to Safina, "The Bani Umayyah claim
that the kbilifat lies with them™." Safina & replied, "Bani Zurqai
has lied. They are the worst of kings.'”

Hadrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi #& writes in the
commentary of this Hadith,

e B o ol e 15Kty blasl LY sl s U as N ad
e N e P COp- LR SR RSCLN R Py
Yoy sV

The prized khilifat
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